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of time from the 12th to the second half of the 18th

-

mous rulers—i.e. 1200–1766—from the rise of the kingdom until its 

ruler—Haider Ali. 

 

-

atively underrepresented in modern scholarship to date. The only 

 English monographs worth mentioning, that earlier undertook a study 

Malabar Manual

Logan (1887) and The Zamorins of Calicut

-

The originality of the study presents itself in the use of previ-

ously unstudied original source documents, such as several volumes 

—
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demanding exceptional professional skills in dealing with the manu-

scripts. The comprehensive use of these source texts—so far stud-

-

through various circuits of power, such as local chieftains, magnates 

-

of the original documents from the palace archives that list in detail 

the retinues of particular functionaries. Thus the critical approach 

towards previously unstudied indigenous source materials allows him 

period of almost six centuries.  By examining the political strategy 

of the ruling house, the author sheds light on the nature of the state 

 Haridas offers the reader a full picture of the character of kingship 

sources and perspectives used during the preparation of the monograph. 

Documents, either of indigenous origin as well as foreign accounts, 

the already mentioned , which constitutes 

-

tent of those documents falls into two main categories—part of them 
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various royal rituals and festivals. A few more granthavaris (chron-

inter alia family records of a Brahman 

) and 

s (message poetry) were 

another relevant source of history, as well as s,  songs 

—a poem nar-

 

di Varthema, John Huyghen and Van Linschoten, among  others. 

into account the socio-economic landscape of  medieval  Kerala. In the fol-

lowing chapters he examines the nature of kinship and lineage, the scheme 

-

ly, Haridas analyzes in a detailed manner the strategies for legitimizing 

-

ples. He also discusses the issue of the royal patronage of art, literature 

and scholarship as a means to control the ideology of the elite class and 

is dedicated to the institution of s—suicide militia squads—designed 

lacuna

research under discussion. The monograph Zamorins and the Political 

Culture of Medieval Kerala is certainly worth recommending to all who 

are inter ested in medieval South India and especially to those who are  

particularly interested in the history of Kerala.
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