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Abstract: This paper offers a broader look at the 22 Decem-
ber 1942 attacks against German targets in Kraków that was 
carried out by two Jewish underground groups, HeChalutz 
HaLochem (Combat Pioneer) and Iskra (Spark). The 22 De-
cember attacks were a unique operation both in terms of their 
timing and modus operandi. They took place while other 
Jewish groups were yet to be established or were even debat-
ing whether to focus on rescue or resistance. The attacks were 
the most significant assault against the Germans in Kraków, 
which otherwise was mostly quiet during the occupation 
years. This study addresses those attacks as an urban guerrilla 
operation which required special efforts to gain mobility and 
probably could not have happened without logistic support 
by Polish supporters. By attacking the Germans from the rear, 
the Jewish guerrilla commanders in Kraków displayed crea-
tive thinking, flexibility, surprise, and initiative. 

Nowe spojrzenie na ataki żydowskich 
bojowników na cele niemieckie 
w Krakowie

Informacje o autorze: dr, politolog, niezależny badacz zaj-
mujący się tematyką grup zbrojnych, bezpieczeństwa oraz 
wywiadu

Abstrakt: Artykuł prezentuje szersze spojrzenie na kwestię 
ataków na cele niemieckie w Krakowie przeprowadzonych 
22 grudnia 1942 roku przez dwie podziemne organizacje 
żydowskie: He-Chaluc ha-Lochem (Walczący Pionier, Or-
ganizacja Bojowa Żydowskiej Młodzieży Chalucowej) oraz 
Iskrę. Zamachy z 22 grudnia to operacja wyjątkowa zarów-
no pod względem terminu, jak i modus operandi. Miały one 
miejsce w momencie, gdy inne żydowskie grupy jeszcze 
się nie uformowały albo też debatowały nad tym, czy le-
piej skupić się na ratowaniu życia, czy raczej stawić zbrojny 
opór. Ataki, o których mowa, to najważniejsze akcje zbrojne 

na Niemców w Krakowie – mieście, w którym przez więk-
szość okupacji niemieckiej było dość spokojnie. W artykule 
tytułowe żydowskie ataki potraktowano jako przykład ope-
racji miejskiej partyzantki, która wymagała podejmowania 
szczególnych wysiłków w celu zyskania mobilności i która 
prawdopodobnie nie mogłaby się wydarzyć bez logistyczne-
go wsparcia polskich sprzymierzeńców. Atakując Niemców, 
dowódcy żydowskiej partyzantki w Krakowie wykazali się 
kreatywnym myśleniem, elastycznością oraz inicjatywą, wy-
korzystując element zaskoczenia.
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Introduction1

Jewish resistance during the Holocaust refers to both 
individual and collective acts by armed and unarmed peo-
ple who rebelled against the Germans and their collabo-
rators.2 This paper aims to demonstrate that the study of 
Jewish armed resistance during the Holocaust benefits from 
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1 I dedicate this work to the late Yael Jolanta Sternberg-Tarshis who 
helped my research in Poland and to the late Adam Gurbisz, owner 
of the house at 13 Józefińska St. I thank Dudi Carmel who helped 
me with the aerial images. Yitshal Berner helped me with German 
texts. Shirley Zauer invested a lot of work in copyediting this article. 
This research could not be done without the assistance of the Na-
tional Archives in Kraków (especially Iwona Pilucik), the Museum 
of Kraków, the Jagiellonian Library and the Public Library in Rajska 
Street. Many thanks to Justyna Kubik from Institute of National Re-
membrance branch in Wieliczka. I am thankful to architect Marek 
Kamiński. I am grateful to John and Urszula Zielińska-Meissner for 
their long-time support of my work in Poland.
2
 Bauer  Yehuda: “Jewish Resistance: A Myth or Reality.” In: Re-

thinking the Holocaust. Yale University Press. New Haven and Lon-
don 2001, pp. 119–142.
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classical guerrilla scholarship and themes of the geographies of 
resistance. To prove this argument, this paper analyses the at-
tacks on German targets in the heart of occupied Kraków, the 
capital of the General Government, which were conducted by 
two Jewish underground groups, HeChalutz HaLochem (Or-
ganizacja Bojowa Młodzieży Chalucowej, The Combat Or-
ganisation of the Jewish Youth Pioneer) and Iskra (Spark).3 On 
22 December 1942 HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra conduct-
ed these attacks in revenge for the German atrocities against 
the Jews and to encourage the Poles to revolt (see Fig. 1).4 

In 1938, approximately 65,000 Jews lived in Kraków.5 
In June 1942, the Germans deported approximately 6000 
to 7000 Jews from the Kraków ghetto to the Bełżec death 
camp, and approximately 7000 in October 1942. In March 
1943, the Germans liquidated the Kraków ghetto, mur-
dering approximately 1000 Jews on the spot and 3000 in 
Auschwitz. The Germans sent at least 6000 Jews from the 
ghetto to the Płaszów labour camp.6 

Previous articles by this author discussed the ac-
tivities of HeChalutz HaLochem’s remnants in the 
area of Nowy Wiśnicz.7 The present paper focuses on 
HeChalutz HaLochem’s heroic operation in Kraków in 
1942. The 22 December attacks, in which a few German 
security men were killed, were the result of a few months’ 
planning and ad hoc cooperation between two resistance 
groups: HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra. HeChalutz 
HaLochem was established in August 1942 and was 
comprised of about 100 operatives from Zionist-Jewish 
youth groups in Kraków, primarily Akiba which cher-
ished Jewish history, religion, and tradition, the socialist 
Dror youth movement, the religious HaShomer HaDati, 
and others.8 

The second group, Iskra, was comprised of more than 
thirty activists from different Jewish groups, including 
the far-socialist HaShomer HaTzair, and operated under 
the guidance/control of the communist Polish’s Workers 

3 Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem: Organ 
of the Chalutz Underground Movement in Occupied Cracow, August – 
October 1943. Ghetto Fighters’ House. Acco 2005, pp. 77, 80.
4 Iskra (“Spark”), a movement led by Zvi Hersch Bauminger aligned 
with the Polish Worker’s Party (the PPR).
5 Mroczka  Ludwik: Krakowianie. Szkice do portretu zbiorowego 
w dobie industrialnej transformacji 1890–1939 [Cracovians. Sketch-
ing the Collective Portrait in the time of Industrial Transformation 
1890–1939]. Akademia Pedagogiczna im. Komisji Edukacji Naro-
dowej w Krakowie. Kraków 1999, p. 48; Rączy Elżbieta: Zagłada 
Żydów w dystrykcie krakowskim w latach 1939–1945 [The mass 
murder of Jews in the Kraków district in the years 1939–1945]. 
Instytut Pamięci Narodowej. Rzeszów 2014, pp. 68–69. Using 
different sources, Rączy recorded 60,132 Jews in Kraków in 1939.
6 Kota rba  Ryszard: Żydzi Krakowa w dobie zagłady (ZAL/KL 

Plaszow) [The Jews of Kraków in the era of extermination (Forced 
Labour Camp/Concentration Camp Plaszow)]. Instytut Pamięci 
Narodowej. Kraków 2022, pp. 126, 140, 175, 190–191; Pe led 
Yael: Jewish Cracow 1939–1945: Resistance, Underground, Struggle. 
Ghetto Fighters’ House. Tel Aviv 1993, pp. 123, 274–275; Rączy 
Elżbieta: Zagłada Żydów, pp. 282–289. 
7 Zohar  Eran: “Jewish Resistance Group in the Nowy Wiśnicz 
Area: A New Approach.” Holocaust Studies 2024, Vol. 30, No. 2, 
pp. 248–289. DOI: 10.1080/17504902.2023.2203618.
8 Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem, no. 29, 
pp. 58–61; Dränger-Dawidson Gusta: Justina’s Diary. Ghetto 
Fighters’ House. Acco 2005, p. 18; A.A.A. Akiba. Review of its his-
tory, Ideas and Actions in 1934. Massuah, International Institute 
for Holocaust Studies, cat. no. 13690, pp. 3–7; Pe led Yael: Jewish 
Cracow, p. 281. 
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Fig. 1. HeChalutz HaLochem’s attacks on German targets in Kraków, 22 December 1942. Kraków map, 1947, 1:10,000, public domain
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Party (Polska Partia Robotnicza, PPR).9 Prior to the 
22 December attacks, HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra 
ambushed German soldiers near the ghetto and captured 
their guns, while Iskra sabotaged German installations 
(see Fig. 2).10 

Shortly after the 22 December attacks, and as a result of 
internal betrayal and operational weaknesses, the Gestapo 
captured and killed dozens of HeChalutz HaLochem op-
eratives, including the commanders, Aharon Liebeskind 
and Avraham Leibowicz (Laban).11 In February 1943, the 
Germans captured and killed Iskra operatives including its 
commanders, Hesiek Bauminger and Gola Mire.12 

The 22 December attacks deserve our attention be-
cause they were the first significant organised operation 
by a Jewish armed group against the Germans.13 These 
attacks were the main resistance operation against the 
Germans in Kraków, which had remained relatively qui-
et during the occupation.14 The 22 December attacks 
featured sophisticated modus operandi ahead of their 
time, that is, HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra’s simulta-
neous assaults on Germans’ civilian and military targets 
across Kraków. HeChalutz HaLochem attacked the Cy-
ganeria coffee-bar at 38 Szpitalna St successfully, while 
the assault on the Esplanada coffee shop at 7 Podwale St 

9 Shlomo Schein, Interview by Yael Peled, 2 May 1984. The He-
brew University of Jerusalem, Avraham Harman Institute of Con-
temporary History, Oral History Division, cat. no. 9 (188), pp. 3–7; 
Pe led Yael: Jewish Cracow, p. 282.
10 Yehuda Maimon, Interview by Yael Peled, July 1983. The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, Avbraham Harman Institute of Contempo-
rary History, Oral History Division, cat. no. 1 (188), p. 9; Drän-
ger-Dawidson Gusta: Justina’s Diary, pp. 123, 131–132; Shalom 
Golberman, Interview by Yael Peled, 11 July 1982. The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, Avraham Harman Institute of Contempo-
rary History, Oral History Division, cat. no. 6 (188), p. 3.
11 Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem, no. 29, 
pp. 58–61; Le ibowicz  Abraham (Laban), L iebesk ind Dolek, 
and Tennenbaum Yehuda: “Report About the Capture of the 

First [Fighters] and the Killing of the Others,” 25 December 1942. 
Ghetto Fighters’ House Archive (GFHA), cat. no. 100, pp. 2–4.
12 Shlomo Schein, Letter to Arieh Bauminger, 10 May 1959. Mas-
suah, International Institute for Holocaust Studies, cat. no. 12894, 
p. 5; Yaar i -Wald  Moshe: “Gola Mire: Anti-Nazi Fighter.” In: 
Rzeszów Jews: Memorial Book. Ed. Moshe Yaari-Wald. Rzeszower 
Societies in Israel and U.S.A. Tel Aviv 1967, p. 341.
13 Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem, no. 30, 
pp. 75–79.
14 Rydiger  Monika: “Usurping by the City Sky: Oppression by 
Design.” In: Unwanted Capital: Architecture and Urban Planning 
in Kraków During the German Occupation of 1939–1945. Ed. 
Jacek Purchla. International Cultural Center in Kraków. Kraków 
2022, pp. 14–18.

Fig. 2a. Commemorative plaques at 38 Szpitalna St, Kraków, photo 
by Eran Zohar, December 2022
Fig. 2b. Commemorative plaques at 38 Szpitalna St, Kraków, photo 
by Eran Zohar, September 2019
Fig. 2c. The 1952 commemorative plaque, courtesy of the Mu-
seum of Kraków, cat. no. MHK-Fs21036/IX/9, photo by Daniel 
Zawadzki

Fig. 2a

Fig. 2b

Fig. 2c
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failed.15 Iskra’s main operations were the attack against 
the German military’s boat mooring on the River Vistula 
and the killing of a German officer.16 The 22 December 
attacks were a unique demonstration of urban guerrilla 
operations in the face of annihilation.

The 22 December operation in Kraków also con-
sisted of non-violent acts such as the hanging of Polish 
flags, placing flowers on Polish national heroes’ graves, 
and disseminating anti-German leaflets.17 These actions 
manifested the special status of the Jewish armed groups 
in Kraków. In the face of the annihilation of the Jews, 
HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra called on the Polish peo-
ple to revolt while trying to defend the Kraków ghetto’s 
population from liquidation.18 

The 22 December attacks occurred while most of the 
Jewish resistance groups in occupied Poland were still 

debating the right course of action and while their lead-
erships were planning to operate inside the ghettos.19 Af-
ter the war, in both Israel and Poland, the 22 December 
attacks became a legend and the symbol of Jewish-Polish 
armed resistance.20 

Jewish resistance groups have been analysed mostly under 
the title of Holocaust studies.21 In recent decades, Holocaust 
studies have been invested in debating what constitutes re-
sistance while definitions of resistance became more inclu-
sive, referring also to resiliency and disobedience. Holocaust 
studies have been less interested in military analysis of Jewish 
armed groups, which are the foci of the present study.22 

The 22 December attacks are well documented, but the 
long-time debate about the perpetrators of the Cyganeria 
coffee-bar operation highlights the need for critical read-
ing of old testimonies and memoirs alongside the use of 
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Figure 3: HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra's structures.
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15 Yehuda (Poldek) Maimon (Wasserman), Oral History Inter-
view, October 1987. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington 
D.C., cat. no. 1994. A.0051.4; Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview about 
Abraham Leibowicz (Laban), 13 February 1980. GFHA, cat. no. 
00289.9.1; Peled Yael: Jewish Cracow, p. 218; Kawiarnia Cyganeria 
1949–1950, Spółdzielnia Pracy i Użytkowników Gastronom w Kra-
kowie [Cyganeria café 1949–1950, Gastronom workers and users 
cooperative in Kraków]. Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie (ANK), 
cat. no. 29/802/0/1/SGKr 16.
16 Shalom Globerman, Interview by Yael Peled, 11 July 1982. The 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Avraham Harman Institute of Con-
temporary History, Oral History Division, cat. no. 6 (188), p. 6.
17 Dränger-Dawidson Gusta: Justina’s Diary, p. 206.
18 Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem, no. 30, 
pp. 77, 80.
19 Kovner  Abba: A Missive to HaShomer HaTzair Partisans. Mo-
reshet. Tel Aviv 2002, p. XXI; Tenenbaum-Tamarof f  Mor-
dechai: Pages from the Fire. Hakibbutz Hameuchad. Yerushalayim 
1985, p. 61.

20 Commemorating Forty Years to the Cyganeria Operation. Meet-
ing of the Kraków Ghetto Fighters, December 1982. GFHA, cat. no. 
188-4.2, pp. 1–33; Dranger  Beni: “The Struggle of the Jewish Un-
derground’s Fighters as a Role Model for Our Struggle to Establish 
the State” (Speech, Netanya, 31 August 2015); author’s visits to 
38 Szpitalna St in December 2022; The 1952 commemorative 
plaque at 38 Szpitalna St, cat. no. MHK-Fs21036/IX/9; Pe led 
Yael: Jewish Cracow, p. 221; Warshawski  Pasia: “Testimony on 
the Underground in Kraków,” 1980s. Moreshet, cat. no. A.1999, 
p. 5. Sources have alleged that using the last bullets in their guns, 
both commanders of Iskra and HeChalutz HaLochem killed 
themselves so the Germans would not capture them. It is unclear 
if that really happened. 
21 Bauer  Yehuda: “Jewish Resistance,” p. 9.
22 Tec  Nechama: “Jewish Resistance: Facts, Omissions, and Distor-
tions.” In: Jewish Resistance Against the Nazis. Ed. Patrick Henry. 
Catholic University of America Press. Washington D.C. 2014, 
p. 70; Michman Dan: “Jewish Fighting During the Holocaust.” 
Dapim 1995, Vol. 12, pp. 12–13.

Fig. 3. HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra’s structures
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classical guerrilla texts (see Fig. 3).23 Yael Peled, for instance, 
suggests that HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra formed joint 
squadrons that conducted the attacks against German tar-
gets.24 However, HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra had only 
established an ad hoc command a few weeks before the 
operation and there is no information about joint train-
ing, and HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra’s survivors did 
not record joint teams. Operatives from both organisations 
launched the 22 December attacks from different sites.25 In 
his 1959 letter to Arieh Bauminger, Shlomo Schein, a for-
mer Iskra senior operative, claimed that Iskra attacked Cy-
ganeria, but failed to provide specific details.26 Edyta Gaw-
ron argued that in Autumn 1942 HeChalutz HaLochem 
and Iskra established the Jewish Combatant Organisation 
(Żydowska Organizacja Bojowa, ŻOB) in Kraków which 
was formally subordinated to the ŻOB in Warsaw. Howev-
er, the PPR’s affiliate Iskra in Kraków did not take orders 

from Warsaw and had its own organisational preferences. 
No organisation called ŻOB was formed in Kraków, only 
an ad hoc loose command.27 

Invested in proving the Jewish character of the per-
petrators of the 22 December attacks, previous authors 
understated the important role of Polish facilitators. Au-
thors did not engage with the fact that on 24 October 
1942, a month before the Cyganeria attack, the People’s 
Guard (Gwardia Ludowa, GL), the military wing of the 
PPR, commanded by Bolesław Kowalski, executed a very 
similar guerrilla operation against German soft targets 
in Warsaw. In 1942, this course of action was rare. Ta-
ble 1 demonstrates the great similarity in tactics between 
both operations, simultaneous assaults on venues that 
served German soldiers in the cities’ centres. HeChalutz 
HaLochem leaders might have been influenced by the GL 
attacks in Warsaw. 28

Gwardia Ludowa operation in Warsaw HeChalutz HaLochem‘s 
and Iskra’s operation in Kraków

1. Date 24/10/42 22/12/42
2. Time 19:00 19:00
3. Number of operatives 14 Around 20
4. Operatives per squad 3–6 3

4. Targeted venues Two coffee shops and a restaurant Two coffee shops, boat mooring, German 
officer

5. Non-violent actions 
(posters, Polish flags) – +

5. Weapons Multiple hand grenades, guns Hand grenades, very few guns
6. Targets that were hit 2 1
7. German casualties A few dozen were killed and injured A few were killed and injured

8. Fate of perpetrators
Fled safely. In March 1943, the Germans 

killed GL senior commander, Jan 
Strzeszewski.

Germans captured and killed most of 
them.

23 For instance, Pe led Yael: Jewish Cracow, pp. 153–225; Baruch 
Yechieli: Akiva, The Growth and Development of a General Zionist 
Youth Movement and Fighting During the Years of the Holocaust. 
Hakibbutz Hameuchad. Tel Aviv 1988, pp. 247–274; Bednarek 
Monika, Gawron  Edyta, Je żowsk i  Grzegorz, Zbro j a  Bar-
bara, Zimmerer  Katarzyna: Kraków – czas okupacji 1939–1945 
[Kraków under Nazi occupation 1939–1945]. Muzeum Histo-
ryczne Miasta Krakowa. Kraków 2012, pp. 319–331; Zimmerer 
Katarzyna: Kronika zamordowanego świata. Żydzi w Krakowie w cza-
sie okupacji niemieckiej [A chronicle of the murdered world. Jews in 
Kraków under Nazi German occupation]. Wydawnictwo Literackie. 
Kraków 2017, pp. 433–483.
24 Pe led Yael: Jewish Cracow, p. 205.
25 Shalom Globerman, Interview, p. 6; Szymon Lustgarten, In-
terview by Yael Peled. 2 July 1981. The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary History, 
Oral History Division, cat. no. 2 (188), p. 5; Elsa Lustgarten 

and Yehuda Maimon, Interview by Yael Peled, 4 July 1981. The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Avraham Harman Institute of 
Contemporary History, Oral History Division, cat. no. 3 (188), 
p. 10.
26 Shlomo Schein, Letter to Arieh Bauminger, p. 4.
27 Gawron  Edyta: “Zagłada (1939–1945)” [The Holocaust 
(1939–1945)]. In: Not Only Kroke: The History of the Jews of Kraków. 
Eds. Edyta Gawron, Michał Galas. Wydawnictwo Literackie. Kra-
ków 2022, pp. 363–364; Shalev Ziva: Tosia. Tosia Altman Leader of 
Hashomer Hatzair Movement and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Mo-
reshet. Tel Aviv 1992, pp. 166–167; Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview 
about Laban, 1980.
28 Aksamitowski  Andrzej: Polski wysiłek zbrojny: jesień 1939 – 
wiosna 1942 = Polish military effort: autumn 1939 – spring 1943. 
Departament Systemu Obronnego Ministerstwa Obrony Narodo-
wej, Wojskowy Instytut Historyczny Akademii Obrony Narodowej. 
Warszawa 2003, p. 108; Korkuć Maciej: “Trudne warunki i silny 

Table 1. Urban guerrilla operations in Warsaw and Kraków, 1942
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Other authors have argued that the GL was responsi-
ble for both operations in Warsaw and Kraków in retal-
iation for the Germans’ execution of fifty Polish prison-
ers in Warsaw on the night of 15 October 1942. These 
authors did not discuss HeChalutz HaLochem.29 Specif-
ically, authors used the memoirs of Józef Zając (Toczyły 
się boje), the commander of the GL’s western sub-district 
in Kraków in 1942, who alleged that he commanded the 
22 December operation which was undertaken by a group 
of Jewish and Polish fighters.30 Yet, it is known that the 
22 December operation was conducted only by Jewish 
operatives, including Idek Liber, a member of Akiba and 
then HeChalutz HaLochem, who threw hand grenades at 
Cyganeria, and Hesiek Izraelewicz and Menachem (fam-
ily name unknown), who attacked the Esplanada coffee 
shop.31 

Zając argues that on 18 December 1942, the PPR and 
ŻOB held a joint meeting and decided on the attack plan. 
But it would not be logical to have held such a meeting 
only a few days before such an operation.32 HeChalutz 
HaLochem survivors recorded that Leibowicz instructed 
them before the operation rather than the GL.33 In fact, by 
late 1942 the GL was inactive in Kraków and had no role 
in HeChalutz HaLochem attacks. Following failed oper-
ational cooperation between HeChalutz HaLochem and 
the PPR in September 1942, the HeChalutz HaLochem 
leadership rejected any PPR direction.34 While call-
ing for Jewish-Polish cooperation against the Germans, 
HeChalutz HaLochem emphasized its Jewish identity.35

At the same time, the 22 December attacks have been 
overlooked by the literature on armed resistance in World 
War Two.36 Walter Laqueur, for instance, argues in his book 
Guerrilla Warfare that numerous resistance groups operated 
in occupied Europe against the Germans and their collab-
orators and in support of the Allies. They had no military 
impact and their contribution to the war efforts against the 
Axis forces was very modest until the final stages of World 
War Two when the Allies’ victory was at hand. Laqueur did 
not discuss Jewish resistance.37 

In her comprehensive scholarship about anti-German 
activities, Halik Kochanski dedicates a chapter to the 
Jewish armed resistance, but does not discuss HeChalutz 
HaLochem and the 22 December attacks.38 Guerrilla schol-
ars have also overlooked the military writing of Szimszon 
Dränger, one of HeChalutz HaLochem’s commanders, 
which is a major source for the current work.39

This paper acknowledges that Jewish armed groups, in-
cluding those in Kraków, had a special character regarding 
their goals, roots, and strategic background.40 But classical 
guerrilla writing can help to obtain a more comprehensive 
and accurate picture about the 22 December attacks which 
were urban guerrilla operations. Looking at Jewish resistance, 
such as in Kraków, through the guerrilla lens offers a more 
comprehensive and realistic view and highlights issues that 
were underrated (for example, the advantage of attacking 
the Germans from the rear, the effort to gain mobility, and 
the importance of Polish facilitators). Therefore, this study 
discusses the 22 December attacks with reference to Mao 

nacisk niemiecki” [Harsh conditions and heavy pressure from the 
Germans]. In: Polska Partia Robotnicza, Gwardia Ludowa / Armia 
Ludowa na ziemiach polskich 1942–1944/1945 [Polish Workers 
Party, People’s Guard / People’s Army in Poland in the years 1942–
1944/1945]. Eds. Krzysztof Kaczmarski and Mariusz Krzysztofiński. 
Instytut Pamięci Narodowej. Rzeszów 2013, p. 77; Kirby  Dick: 
IRA Terror on Britain’s Streets 1939–1940: The Wartime Bombing 
Campaign and Hitler Connection. Pen & Sword. Yorkshire–Phila-
delphia 2021, pp. 74, 231. Only the Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
which fought for North Ireland’s unification with the Irish Free 
State, utilized similar tactics during its fifteen-month bombing cam-
paign in mainland England (1939–1940).
29 Korkuć  Maciej: “Trudne warunki i silny nacisk niemiecki” 
[Harsh conditions and heavy pressure from the Germans], p. 77; 
Kochanski  Halik: Resistance: The Underground War Against Hitler, 
1939–1945. Liveright. New York 2022, pp. 91, 294.
30 Zając Józef: Toczyły się boje [Battles were being fought]. Czytelnik. 
Warszawa 1965, s. 60–64; idem: KW PZPR w Krakowie, Relacje 
i wspomnienia [The Voivodship Committee of Polish United Work-
ers’ Party in Kraków, Accounts and recollections], July 1947. ANK, 
cat. no. 29/1312/2439, pp. 203, 709; Gästehaus der regierung zu 
Krakau, 1940. ANK, Zbiór kartograficzny [Cartographic collec-
tion], cat. no. 29/663/6759, p. 3.
31 Elsa Lustgarten, Oral History Interview, October 1987. Holo-
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tance in the Warsaw Ghetto, 1990s. GFHA, cat. no. 1064, p. 1064; 
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Tse-Tung (mainly, his 1937 publication, On Guerrilla War-
fare41) and Carlos Marighella’s Minimanual of the Urban Guer-
rilla in 1968. Mao’s writings refer to general guerrilla warfare, 
whereas Marighella focus on urban guerrilla warfare.42

In order to better understand the 22 December oper-
ation, and believing that events are places and vice versa, 
the author conducted a field study in Kraków and in Ko-
paliny (near Bochnia) between 2019 and 2023.43 The sec-
ond part of the paper introduces the results of this field 
study: a review of the main locations that served HeChalutz 
HaLochem for its force build-up and operational planning 
(this study does not discuss locations used by Iskra).

Framing the 22 December operation in spatial terms, this 
historical study has been influenced by human geographers 
such as Paul Jaskot and Tim Cole, who argue that the Holo-
caust was a fundamentally geographical phenomenon. Their 
analysis of spatial questions such as location, spaces, and places 
offers insight and a better understanding of the Holocaust, in-
cluding challenging established narratives on the Holocaust.44 

The Holocaust was an extreme example of Carssel’s 
claim that space is often used to control people and things.45 
The present study reveals how HeChalutz HaLochem resist-
ed the Germans’ control over space and racial boundaries. 
HeChalutz HaLochem partly lived and acted outside the 
Kraków ghetto, reflecting resistance against the Germans’ 
segregation of the Jews and the “Final Solution.”46 

Cole and Alberto Giordano note that geographical schol-
arship on the Jewish Holocaust focuses on the perpetra-
tors – geographies of persecution – while they highlight the 
victims, addressing the geographies of survival. The current 
work deals with the Jewish victims as an organised armed re-
sistance.47 Therefore, this research is a case study of the geog-
raphies of resistance which, according to Julie Cupples, dis-
cusses efforts to “oppose, challenge, or undermine dominant 
workings of power or the normative production of space.”48 

Richard Carter-White analyses organised resistance in 
the Sobibor death camp via spatiality, whereas this study 

explores guerrilla operations in the heart of Kraków through 
spatial perspectives. Both studies highlight the concept of 
mobility which is a prerequisite for coordinated resistance.49 

The Holocaust is not a typical subject of the geogra-
phies of resistance (for example, resistance to development 
and to global neoliberalism, and abuse of minority groups). 
Yet, the analysis of HeChalutz HaLochem’s main locations 
and its efforts to gain mobility may benefit from Michel de 
Certeau’s concept regarding marginalized people who have 
some power to remake the landscape in which they live.50 

This study believes that De Certeau’s distinction be-
tween strategies and tactics well manifests HeChalutz Ha-
Lochem’s efforts to resist the Germans’ segregation policy 
and to plan urban guerrilla operations in “Aryan” Kraków.51 
De Certeau argues that strategies are a “calculation (or ma-
nipulation) of power relationships that becomes possible as 
soon as a subject with will and power can be isolated.”52 
Strategies are able to produce, tabulate, and impose spaces 
when those operations take place, whereas tactics are “calcu-
lated action determined by the absence of a proper locus.” 
Tactics can only use, manipulate, and divert these spaces.53 

Steve Pile and Michael Keith argue that resistance 
could be mapped partially because it seems to have visible 
expressions and partly because it always takes place.54 This 
study will show how HeChalutz HaLochem manipulated 
the Germans and acquired some autonomy – necessary for 
organising a guerrilla group. 

Therefore, the present research discusses two questions: 
What does guerrilla scholarship teach us about the 22 De-
cember attacks; and what are the main locations that served 
the participants during the 22 December operation?

All the commanders of HeChalutz HaLochem were 
killed, and using testimonies by junior activists is necessary 
but risky due to memory problems and bias.55 Therefore 
this paper utilizes archival materials and contemporary pre-
mier sources as much as possible.56 Furthermore, the pa-
per employs a ground survey, which is an effective method 

41 Tse-tung Mao: On Guerrilla Warfare. Trans. Samuel B. Griffith. 
University of Illinois Press. Champaign 2000.
42 Mar ighel la  Carlos: “From the ‘Minimanual.’” In: The Guerrilla 
Reader: A Historical Anthology. Ed. Walter Laqueur. Temple Uni-
versity Press. Philadelphia 1977; idem: Minimanual of the Urban 
Guerrilla. Foreign Languages Press. Utrecht 2016.
43 Ethington Philip J.: “Placing the Past: ‘Groundwork’ for a Spa-
tial Theory of History, Rethinking History.” Journal of Theory and 
Practice 2027, Vol. 11, No. 4, p. 483.
44 Jaskot  Paul B., Cole  Tim: “Afterword”. In: Geographies of the 
Holocaust. Eds. Anne Kelly Knowles, Tim Cole, and Alberto Gior-
dano. Indiana University Press. Bloomington 2014, p. 311.
45 Cresswel l  Tim: “Place Out of Place. Geography, Ideology and 
Transgression”. PhD diss., University of Wisconsin-Madison. Madi-
son 1992, p. 401.
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47 Cole  Tim, Giordano Alberto: “Geographies of Holocaust Res-
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Budapest, 1944.” Journal of Historical Geography 2021, No. 7. p. 51. 

48 Cupples  Julie: “Resistance.” in: International Encyclopedia of Ge-
ography. Vol. 1. Eds. Rob Kitchin, Nigel Thrift. Elsevier. Amsterdam 
2009, p. 370.
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1984, p. 26.
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52 Ibidem, p. 53. 
53 Ibidem, pp. 53–54. 
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Geographies of Resistance. Routledge. London 1997, p. 2.
55 See Yael Peled collection of interviews with HeChalutz HaLochem 
veterans (188). Institute of Contemporary Jewry.
56 Such as Dränge r -Dawidson  Gusta: Justina’s Diary, and 
Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem.
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to obtain a broader and more accurate picture about the 
22 December attacks, which have largely been considered 
via the assessment of written sources. Gawron, for example, 
recorded that HeChalutz HaLochem’s “bunker” in the Jew-
ish hospital was in an underground basement. This study 
argues that the Jewish operatives used a simple barrack that 
was not a bunker.57 

In order to better comprehend HeChalutz HaLochem’s 
(and Iskra’s) challenges, the current study visualizes the 
22 December attacks beyond the written word.58 Charles 
Withers argues that cartography and mapping embrace 
spatial location and interpretation.59 This study utilizes car-
tographic materials (aerial images, maps, drawings, and old 
photos), as well as a critical reading of old testimonies.60 
According to Giordano and Kelley, the cartographic sour 
ces are essential for interrogating and representing the space 
and places of the Holocaust.61 

The 22 December Attacks in Light of 
Guerrilla Writings

This section addresses HeChalutz HaLochem’s and Isk-
ra’s modus operandi, strengths, and weaknesses in light of 
the classical guerrilla writings of Mao and Marighella. The 
strategies of HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra and non-Jew-
ish contemporaneous armed groups were very different. 
Non-Jewish armed groups were involved in guerrilla war-
fare to exhaust and destabilize the German and Japanese 
occupation regimes in order to help the Allied armies defeat 
the Axis powers. Especially in the final stages of the war, 
the activities of resistance groups, such as in China, Poland, 
and Greece, were intended to serve a political goal: to seize 
power after the war.62 For instance, the Polish GL allegedly 
combined struggle for national liberation with the struggle 
for social liberation. It sought to build a “new people’s dem-
ocratic Poland,” under the patronage of the Soviet Union. 
The Jewish HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra lacked such 
political goals.63 

The 22 December attacks occurred in the face of the to-
tal annihilation of European Jewry. Gusta Dränger-Daw-
idson, a member of Akiba and courier for HeChalutz 
HaLochem, quotes Aharon Liebeskind, leader of Akiba 
and commander of HeChalutz HaLochem (late 1942): 
“We are on a journey of no return. The road we have cho-
sen is the road to death… We are going out to face the 
angel of death, but we will face him as bold idealists.”64 
A few months later, Szimszon Dränger, senior commander 
of HeChalutz HaLochem, stated: “We do not want to die 
as slaves.”65 HeChalutz HaLochem members viewed guer-
rilla warfare as an honourable and useful path to leave this 
world. They fought in order that European Jews would be 
remembered as those who perished with courage.66 

Confronting the strategic differences between Jewish 
and non-Jewish resistance groups, Dan Michman argues 
that Jewish armed groups should be analysed on a differ-
ent spectrum as they did not aspire to topple the Nazi 
regime and to defeat the German army.67 He believes that 
the categorization of Jewish armed groups as guerrilla 
forces that operated against foreign occupants ignored 
the facts of their extreme conditions.68 Still, this study ar-
gues that on the tactical level HeChalutz HaLochem’s and 
Iskra’s activities can be evaluated as guerrilla operations. 
HeChalutz HaLochem commanders manifested guerrilla 
thinking both in writing and in action. They viewed Josip 
Tito’s partisan movement as a role model for all nations 
under German occupation and wanted to help Tito’s cam-
paign.69 

Marighella defines urban guerrillas as people who fight 
an abusive regime with weapons in the cities, and use un-
conventional methods “to distract, to demoralize the mili-
tary regime and its repressive forces.” Using Marighella’s ter-
minology, the present study regards HeChalutz HaLochem 
as an urban guerrilla group because of its course of action 
that took place in Kraków.70 

Mao describes guerrilla warfare as “a weapon that a na-
tion inferior in arms and military equipment may employ 
against a more powerful aggressor nation.”71 Guerrilla 

57 Gawron Edyta: “Zagłada (1939–1945),” p. 366. 
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warfare employs the tactics of avoiding strength and strik-
ing at the weaknesses of the enemy, of flitting about and 
having no fixed position, and subduing the enemy accord-
ing to circumstances.72 HeChalutz HaLochem’s and Iskra’s 
leaders advocated for urban guerrilla, which was viewed 
as an efficient method to damage the Germans while 
possessing limited weapons and personnel (HeChalutz 
HaLochem acquired a few guns and ammunition by dis-
arming German soldiers and from Polish sources affiliated 
with the PPR).73

Mao addresses surprise attack as a precondition for 
a successful operation.74 HeChalutz HaLochem’s com-
manders acknowledged the psychological effect caused by 
surprise attacks in the heart of the enemy’s stronghold: “In 
the city, an incident staged by one person or a two-[man] 
team could raise havoc with the authorities. It would do 
much more than stir up a bit of anxiety. They had to shake 
the self-confidence of those in charge.”75 

The surprise element allowed urban guerrilla groups 
such as HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra to determine the 
time and place of the attack, fix the duration, and establish 
its objectives.76 Marighella argues that “Without initiative 
there is no urban guerrilla warfare… The urban guerrilla 
must possess initiative, mobility, and flexibility, as well as 
versatility and a command of any situation.”77 Operating 
outside the Kraków ghetto, HeChalutz HaLochem and 
Iskra operatives had freedom of movement, anonymity 
and, most importantly, better access to German targets.78

Mao instructs guerrilla fighters to “strike at a time 
when the enemy’s warning system is not very alert.”79 
HeChalutz HaLochem attacked Germans soldiers in cof-
fee shops before Christmas. They used the more lethal 
hand grenades rather than guns. The Germans were sur-
prised and could not return fire immediately, while the 
attackers had more time to flee the scene.80 

Marighella argues that “the urban guerrilla must know 
how to live among the people, and must be careful not to 
appear strange and separated from ordinary city life.”81 Be-
cause of the Nazis’ racist ideology, HeChalutz HaLochem 
and Iskra, being Jewish, faced greater risks than non-Jewish 
guerrilla groups in Poland. They had to hide their ethnicity 

and adopt an “Aryan look.”82 Dränger-Dawidson explains 
that “other underground fighters had to conceal their re-
sistance activities and everything related to them, but the 
Jewish fighters had to mask every part of themselves––their 
origins, appearance, customs, mentalities, ideas, even their 
Jewish souls.”83 

HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra couriers, who were 
mainly young women, smuggled activists, weapons, forged 
documents, and delivered instructions and information 
between Kraków and numerous Jewish communities in 
the Kraków District and in Warsaw. Being constantly mo-
bile, the couriers’ security challenges were the greatest.84 
The 22 December attacks happened, among other things, 
because members of HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra op-
erated successfully among the non-Jews.85 

The discussion of revolutionary guerrilla writers 
about the strong link between the resisters and the people 
highlights the accomplishments of the Jewish fighters in 
Kraków. The secret of the success of any operation, simple 
or complex, is to rely on determined persons.86 Command-
ers of the Jewish armed groups in Kraków had highly com-
mitted young operatives. However, that was not enough 
for conducting a long-term struggle. Mao regarded the 
general population as a source of manpower, food, money, 
medical help, transportation, and intelligence. Without 
mobilization of the population, a long-running war could 
not be conducted, and success could not be guaranteed.87 
Mao called for mobilization of the masses for the liber-
ation campaign against the Japanese occupation because 
of the limited resources of the guerrilla movement and 
because Mao regarded the political goal and the guerrilla 
action as inseparable.88 Popular support compensates for 
the great material weaknesses of guerrilla movements. But 
the Jewish people in the ghetto and the Polish population 
in “Aryan” Kraków were mostly indifferent and hostile to 
HeChalutz HaLochem’s call for armed resistance.89 

Sustainable guerrilla groups operate among the people 
who support the struggle. Marighella discusses urban guer-
rillas who were engaged in “revolutionary action” for the 
people, and with the people’s participation, seeking to liber-
ate the country.90 In the face of the ruthless German enemy, 
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the murder of Jews and discouraged Poles, discourse about 
people who supported HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra is 
mostly not relevant.91 

Mao argues that a base “is an area strategically located, 
in which the guerrilla can carry out their duties of training, 
self-preservation and development.”92 He explains that for 
the establishment of a base good cooperation must exist be-
tween the armed guerilla band and the people.93 Because 
Jews were imprisoned in ghettos and concentration camps, 
HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra did not enjoy a base area 
where they could build up their forces and improve their 
operational readiness away from enemy eyes.94 

The operatives planned the 22 December attacks both 
inside the ghetto (making bombs, conducting operational 
meetings) and in “Aryan” Kraków (command, arms storage, 
outposts, forging documents). As this study reveals, while 

the Jewish resisters did not enjoy sanctuary in Kraków,95 at 
least three Polish families that were linked to the PPR (and 
had pre-war private acquaintances with Jewish members) 
offered HeChalutz HaLochem places that were critical for 
planning and executing the 22 December attacks.96 During 
1942, HeChalutz HaLochem couriers who pretended to be 
non-Jewish Poles rented rooms and homes outside Kraków 
from Polish owners which HeChalutz HaLochem utilized for 
operational activity.97

The Kraków ghetto was surrounded by a barbed-wire 
fence and a three-meter-high wall. Being small, densely 
populated (0.2 sq km, 17,000 residents in March 1942), 
full of Gestapo agents, and under the control of the hostile 
Jewish police force, it was not attractive for urban guerrillas 
who sought open spaces and mobility (see Fig. 4).98 Follow-
ing the mass deportations in June and October 1942, the 

Fig. 4. HeChalutz HaLochem’s key places marked on the map of the Jewish ghetto in Kraków, 10 April 1941, 1:2,500, courtesy of the Na-
tional Archives in Kraków, cat. no. 29/33/SMKr 774
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Germans reduced the ghetto size by more than a half and 
in early December 1942 they divided the ghetto into Ghet-
to A (for working people) and Ghetto B (for people who 
did not work, including children, the elderly and physically 
disabled people). These repeated territorial changes created 
further obstacles for Jewish resistance in the Kraków ghetto.99 
Also, guerrilla groups benefit from supportive political par-
ties and HeChalutz HaLochem lacked such support.100 They 
could hardly use the Jewish masses in the Kraków ghetto who 
were undergoing the process of annihilation, had no resourc-
es, and were unsupportive of armed resistance. In order to 
protect the ghetto’s population from the Germans’ revenge, 
HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra used Polish identities and 
conducted operations outside the ghetto, away from the peo-
ple they sought to support.101

HeChalutz HaLochem’s shortage of sanctuaries and 
modest operational skills explains its rapid collapse following 
its tactical success. Marighella underlines the post-operation 
behaviour of the urban guerrilla. He argues that the with-
drawal is equally or more important than the operation itself, 
to the point that it must be carefully planned.102 HeChalutz 
HaLochem’s employment of non-local ŻOB (Dror) opera-
tives had disastrous results. Not only did they miss their tar-
get (Esplanade), but the Germans captured them, probably 
because they lost their way. After the attacks, HeChalutz 
HaLochem operatives and commanders returned to their 
home-bases, becoming easy targets for the Gestapo.103

In light of the huge military imbalance between the 
Germans and the Jews, HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra 
best-reflected Mao’s emphasis on the human spirit which 
compensated for military and economic weaknesses. Mao 
believed that the human factor rather than technology dic-
tated the outcomes of war: war is more than a contest be-
tween machines.104 HeChalutz HaLochem’s deputy com-
mander, Dränger, believed that guerrilla warfare was capable 

of challenging modern military technology.105 The 22 De-
cember attacks were a one-time demonstration of that idea.

Guerrilla scholars have highlighted “iron military disci-
pline” and political indoctrination as key factors for the es-
tablishment of a resilient guerrilla force.106 The formation of 
HeChalutz HaLochem and its resiliency were facilitated by 
pre-war organisational links and group solidarity which com-
pensated for HeChalutz HaLochem’s lack of resources.107 

The 22 December attacks were deeply rooted in the ideol-
ogy of the pre-war Akiba youth group. HeChalutz HaLochem 
operatives swore to sacrifice their lives if needed.108 Command-
ers of HeChalutz HaLochem were the students of Akiba’s char-
ismatic spiritual leader, Yoel Dreiblatt, who expected Akiba 
members to follow the example of Bar Kokhba’s soldiers who 
rose up against the mighty Roman army (second century CE). 
Dreiblatt argued that regardless of the lack of resources, and 
the lack of support from the Jewish leadership, Bar Kokhba’s 
soldiers fought the Romans until the end.109 Still, according 
to Eliezer Shavid HeChalutz HaLochem’s call for armed re-
sistance did not reflect idealism, but rather a moral decision 
and a realistic view of the Jews’ possible courses of action. The 
young activists did not favour death over rescue, but wanted to 
die with dignity, as free persons.110 

Dränger criticized Polish underground groups, prob-
ably the Home Army (AK), which allegedly preferred in-
action against the Germans in 1942. At the same time, 
Dränger found strong links between pre-war Akiba, which 
focused on self-fulfilment and action, and the contempo-
rary HeChalutz HaLochem which was committed to fight-
ing the Germans as soon as possible.111

To avoid strategic failures, guerrilla leaders have to find 
the right path between decisive action and caution. Marighel-
la argues that “before any action, the urban guerrilla must 
think of the methods and the personnel at his disposal to 
carry out the mission.”112 Due to the ongoing annihilation 
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of their people, Jewish commanders in Kraków had to 
make compromises. 

Marighella, for example, records that the worst enemy 
of the urban guerrilla is the infiltration into the organisation 
by a spy or informer. Enthusiastic to attack the Germans, 
HeChalutz HaLochem was not careful enough in select-
ing personnel.113 Nathan Weisman and Julian Appel, both 
HeChalutz HaLochem members, denounced many of their 
comrades. These agents helped the Gestapo to dismantle 
HeChalutz HaLochem in a few weeks after the 22 December 
attacks.114 Marighella argues that the “security of the urban 
guerrilla is to be strict and cautious in recruiting,” noting that 
“the urban guerrilla must not evade the duty – once he knows 
who the spy or informer is – of physically wiping him out.”115

Nevertheless, HeChalutz HaLochem veterans recalled 
that in late 1942 the Gestapo arrested Weisman and Appel 
after one of HeChalutz HaLochem’s operations and surpris-
ingly released them, allegedly in return for their coopera-
tion. Yet HeChalutz HaLochem commanders still allowed 
Weisman and Appel to stay in the group.116 By early 1943, 
Appel was known as a Gestapo informant in the Kraków 
ghetto. However, following the crackdown on HeChalutz 
HaLochem’s command, the leaderless operatives asked 
Weisman and Appel to participate in an operational meet-
ing in which they discussed future plans.117 It was only 
in March 1943, when many of them were in Montelupi 
prison and in Auschwitz, that HeChalutz HaLochem mem-
bers acknowledged Weisman’s and Appel’s betrayal.118

Weisman and Appel reflected HeChalutz 
HaLochem’s broader security problem, which stemmed 
from HeChalutz HaLochem’s social culture and limited 
resources. The organisation’s transformation from a youth 
movement that cherished collectivism and sociability to 
an underground group that was committed to secrecy 
was only partial. It lacked counter-espionage capability.119 
Therefore, Dawidson-Dränger noted that her comrades 
“did not know how to be a military organisation.”120 

Main Sites that Served HeChalutz 
HaLochem for the 22 December Attacks 

The previous section shows that the 22 December at-
tacks reflected guerrilla thinking. The present section dis-
cusses the spatial meaning of that thinking, primarily the 
effort to gain mobility. Ethington argues that “the past can 
only be known by placing it, and the way of knowing places 
is to map them.”121 Marighella believes that “the ideal guer-
rilla is one who operates in his own city and thoroughly 
knows its streets, its neighbourhoods, its transit problems, 
and its other peculiarities.”122 Utilizing its familiarity with 
Kraków, and exploiting cracks in the Germans’ control over 
the urban space, HeChalutz HaLochem planned and exe-
cuted a complex operation. 

Jaskot and Cole believe that the Holocaust produced new 
spaces and places as a result of brutal acts.123 This study found 
seven locations that became such places because Akiba and 
HeChalutz HaLochem occupied and utilized them in order 
to shelter their members, consolidate the ranks, build up their 
forces, and plan the 22 December attacks.124 The seven places 
demonstrate tactics of deception. They were determined by 
the absence of power, just as the Germans’ control was orga- 
nised by the postulation of power. These places interacted 
with one another via their role in the establishment of HeCh-
alutz HaLochem, thus telling the story of the rise and quick 
fall of Jewish armed resistance in Kraków.125 

Five of the seven places were found in the urban land-
scape. Guerrilla movements usually prefer regions that are 
not easily accessible, in which they are difficult to locate, 
such as partisans who found sanctuary in the grand forests 
in eastern Poland and Belarus during World War Two.126 
The city is mostly less attractive for guerrilla campaigns due 
to its limited size, while the stronger enemy can more easily 
monitor and punish the city’s residents.127 

Cole argues that ghettoization involved an attempt 
to demarcate and then control Jewish space and thus 
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demarcate and control Jews. Through these seven places, 
HeChalutz HaLochem, which mostly operated outside the 
Kraków ghetto, resisted the racial segregation of the Jews 
and constructed its own space.128 However, De Certeau em-
phasizes that tactics do not refer to isolated guerrilla bases. 
HeChalutz HaLochem’s hiding places were in areas under 
German control, and the Jewish operatives manoeuvred 
within the Germans’ “field of vision”.129 

The first two places (in the Kopaliny manor and in the 
Kraków ghetto) apply to an interval stage during which the 
Akiba youth movement transformed itself into an under-
ground group while maintaining some past practices. In 
Kopaliny and the kibbutz apartment inside the Kraków 
ghetto, operatives created virtual spaces, displaying resis- 
tance that had its own distinct spatialities.130 

Pile and Keith argue that resistance is based on dis-
continuous spaces. Resistance moves across and under the 
noses of the enemy, seeking to create new meanings out of 
imposed meanings.131 HeChalutz HaLochem was able to 
utilize a few places outside the ghetto because, as Chwal-
ba explains, the Germans controlled the public space in 
Kraków, but they were still planning to evict the Polish res-
idents from the centre and to resettle them in Podgórze. 
The majority of housing remained in Polish hands and 
HeChalutz HaLochem exploited these discontinuous spac-
es to run guerrilla operations.132 These places highlight the 
crucial role of a few Polish facilitators who lost their lives 
because they supported the Jewish resistance in Kraków.133 

At the same time, these places reflected HeChalutz 
HaLochem’s great weakness. Marighella argues that defensive 
action meant death for the urban guerrilla who could not de-
fend him- or herself against any offensive by the stronger enemy. 
Once the Gestapo uncovered HeChalutz HaLochem’s secret 
places outside the ghetto there was no way to avoid death.134 

50 Kopaliny
The Jewish agricultural training commune in Kopaliny 

played an initial role in the process that led to the 22 December 
attacks. Akiba leaders, like Jewish youth groups in other Polish 
towns, wanted to rescue their comrades and to avoid German 
labour camps.135 Kopaliny was the mechanism of the group’s 
consolidation and resocialization which facilitated Akiba’s trans-
formation into a guerrilla group.136 Between December 1941 
and July 1942, Akiba conducted agricultural courses at the Ma-
cudziński manor in Kopaliny (built in the late nineteenth-century 
and located northwest of Nowy Wiśnicz and south of Bochnia). 
Dozens of Akiba graduates worked in Kopaliny and in nearby 
estates such as in the Ledóchowski manor in Lipnica Dolna.137 

The Jewish Self-Help Organisation (Żydowska Samo-
pomoc Społeczna, ŻSS) sponsored the Kopaliny agricul-
tural commune via its employee (from December 1940), 
Dolek Liebeskind, who was responsible for the retraining of 
Jews in the Kraków District.138 Szymshon Dränger was the 
manager of the agricultural workers, assisted by his wife, 
Gusta, alongside a group of lecturers.139 Kopaliny featured 
the youth group’s guides and trainees as before, but the cir-
cumstances and the goals had changed dramatically.140 

Wulf, a teacher in Kopaliny and an associate of 
Akiba’s leaders, highlights the way events played out: 
the Gestapo, which controlled the fate of the Jews and 
their living space, had allowed Akiba to reclaim some au-
tonomy, which was a prerequisite for commencing the 
conspiracy.141 Under the cover of training activity, the 
educational, social, and ideological work in Kopaliny 
paved the way for the establishment of armed resistance.142  
The young activists (twenty-one in April 1942) learned 
Hebrew and the history of the Jewish people. Leaders 
discussed the Germans’ atrocities and addressed the need 
to resist using leaflets and orders that they printed secretly 
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in Kopaliny and disseminated to other towns.143 Rivka 
Kuper recorded that the group’s first revolver arrived in 
Kopaliny for training (probably dry training).144 

The Macudziński estate was located at the northeast end 
of the village of Kopaliny, on the road from Nowy Wiśnicz 
to Bochnia. Surrounded by the Kopaliny forest from three 
sides, the manor was a good place for Akiba’s initial conspir-
acy. Figures 5 and 6 reveal that, unlike today, the manor’s 
main building bordered orchards and wheat fields where 
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144 Rivka Kuper, Oral History Interview, October 1987. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C., cat. no. A.0051.1.

Fig. 5. The alleged Akiba shack at 50 Kopaliny, M34077-1955-20000-005-4593, 24 August 1955. 1:9,500, courtesy of Wojskowe Biuro 
Historyczne [Military Historical Bureau]

Fig. 6. Location of the alleged Akiba shack in Kopaliny on Google map N49.934701, E20.442520

Location of the alleged former 
Akiba shack

Former warehouse



129

Rethinking Jewish Resisters’ Attacks on German Targets in Kraków

the young activists worked. Up to seven outbuildings, in-
cluding a stable and some warehouses, were situated to the 
south and east of the manor house.145 

Figure 5 reveals that the Akiba shack was probably at 
the northeastern end of the Macudziński manor because 
of its location away from the main manor house (about 
165 m east of the main building and 155 m west of the 
main road) and the similarity between this shack and an 
old photo of the alleged Akiba shack. As Figures 5 and 6 
demonstrate, the Akiba shack, which does not exist today, 
was around 14.5 m long and up to 5 m wide.146 This shack 
was relatively isolated and, at the same time, was near the 
main road connecting Bochnia and Nowy Wiśnicz, allow-
ing Liebeskind, Dränger, and other activists who enjoyed 
JSS cover, easy access to nearby towns.147 Following the 
first deportation of Jews from the ghetto in Kraków to the 
Bełżec death camp, in late July 1942 Akiba was forced to 
close the Jewish agricultural commune and escalated its 
operational planning.148 As Liebeskind said, “The Kopal-
iny farm was a dream we had to wake up from.”149

The ‘Kibbutz’ at 13 Józefińska St and the 
Liebeskind home at 9 Limanowskiego St

According to Cole, the construction of ghettos was 
both an act of creating spaces of Jewish absence and an 
act of creating spaces of Jewish presence within towns and 
cities that varied from place to place.150 In contrast to the 
isolated, peaceful Kopaliny, the house at 13 Józefińska St, 
which was inside the ghetto, introduced greater security 
challenges for the evolving underground group, while the 
youth group’s old habits became risky.151 Still, the place 
at 13 Józefińska St well-exemplified that under Germans’ 
imposed space, marginalized people managed to subvert 
the Germans’ authority by escaping and starting planning 
for the 22 December attacks.152

The parents of HeChalutz HaLochem operatives Szy-
mon and Romek Lustgarten lived in an apartment on the 
ground floor of the house at 13 Józefińska St, built in 1885, 
in the ghetto until June 1942 when they were deported to 
a death camp.153 The Akiba group utilized it between June 
and November 1942.154

The place at 13 Józefińska St demonstrates the transfor-
mation of a youth group into an underground group. The 
small apartment facilitated social cohesion and consolida-
tion, featuring both social activity (for example, welcoming 
the Sabbath) and the growing conspiracy,155 and served as 
a shelter for a few dozen homeless Akiba members who had 
lost their families and those who arrived from other ghettos. 
Occupants shared clothes, food, furniture, and money. To 
bring in some income, they sold used clothes. Elsa Lapa and 
Szymon Lustgarten operated the kibbutz.156 

HeChalutz HaLochem used the venue for operation-
al activity, which included gun shooting lessons, and 
activists launched attacks from 13 Józefińska St against 
German soldiers and Jews who collaborated with the 
Germans.157 Rivka Kuper called it the “centre of the un-
derground”.158 Leaders of the group visited the house at 
13 Józefińska St and Szimszon Dränger used the apart-
ment to forge documents.159 However, the kibbutz was 
an unguarded place, noisy and well-known among the 
ghetto residents and the hostile German-controlled Jew-
ish police.160

In spite of the strategy of racial segregation through 
ghettoization, HeChalutz HaLochem exploited the isolated 
ghetto to operate a dynamic collective that featured some 
autonomy and even intimacy. Gusta’s description of the 
house at 13 Józefińska St reflects a sense of place:

The soul of the movement was concentrated in the 
apartment, and everyone in the movement who came to 
Kraków would try to get into the ghetto at any price just to 
get a look at the place… It is difficult to understand how 
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people who were so oppressed could still experience such 
joy.161 

Recent visits to Józefińska St reveal post-war architec-
tural changes. The entrance to the former kibbutz apart-
ment is blocked and the flat has become part of the main 
apartment on the first floor. The kibbutz kitchen is now 
a living room. The total size of the original apartment, thir-
ty two square meters, remains as before and visitors can 
view the overcrowded kibbutz (see figs. 7 and 8).162 

At 9/18 Limanowskiego St, Aharon and Rywka Liebes- 
kind shared a two-room apartment with Rywka’s parents 
and another family. Aharon and Rywka had a very small 
space with a bed. Illustrating Pile and Keith’s argument that 
resistance might have its own distinct spatiality, that bed 
was more than a piece of furniture. It was a meeting place 
for HeChalutz HaLochem’s leadership, and it was on this 
bed that operatives held HeChalutz HaLochem’s first gun 
which had been smuggled from Warsaw.163

As Figures 9 and 10 reveal, flat 18, which was occu-
pied by Aharon and Rywka Liebeskind, is situated behind 
9 Limanowskiego St and its location (currently on the second 
floor of the house) offered Liebeskind a good view of the 

kibbutz at 13 Józefińska St (there is a 83 m distance between 
the two sites). 164

In late November 1942, members of HeChalutz 
HaLochem fled the ghetto. Following attacks against Ger-
man soldiers, the Jewish police searched for HeChalutz 
HaLochem operatives, primarily for Aharon Liebeskind, who 
managed to escape arrest.165 While a few activists remained in 
the ghetto, most of them prepared for the 22 December at-
tacks from other locations in “Aryan” Kraków.166

Fig. 9. Aharon and Rywka Liebeskind’s apartment in the Kraków 
ghetto, photo by Eran Zohar, 24 June 2023

Fig. 7. Location of the former “Kibbutz” in the Kraków ghetto, photo by Eran Zohar, September 2019 
Fig. 8. A 1885 drawing of apartment 1 at 13 Józefińska St which served the Akiba group and HeChalutz HaLochem in 1942. The National 
Archives in Kraków, cat. no. 29/1405/1199, 339
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Resisi Zichronot. Massua. Degania B 2004, pp. 23, 35, 41.
164 Author’s visit to 9 Limanowskiego St in January 2023.
165 Dränger -Dawidson  Gusta: Justina’s Diary, pp. 134–144; 
Rivka Kuper, Interview, 1982.
166 Elsa Lustgarten, Oral Interview, p. 9; Yehuda Maimon, Inter-
view, p. 12.
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Paper factory at 10–12 Oboźna St and 
operational apartment at 26 Wielopole St

Carter-White argues that the concept of mobility re-
flects opposition to the drives of power or a territorial 
tactic in an actual instance of resistance.167 The paper fac-
tory at 10–12 Oboźna St and the operational apartment 
at 26 Wielopole St were outside the Kraków ghetto and 
facilitated HeChalutz HaLochem’s mobility. Marighel-
la mentions that a guerrilla fighter is obliged to falsify 
documents in order to live within a society “he seeks to 
destroy”.168 In order to rescue activists, acquire resources, 
and build offensive capabilities, HeChalutz HaLochem 
required a constant supply of different types of docu-
ments, and could not plan an attack on German targets in 

“Aryan” Kraków without the mobility offered by the forged 
documents.169 

Established in 1889 and purchased completely in 
1929 by Bernard Steigbügel, “Jutrzenka” was a factory 
that produced paper and paper products for parties, e.g., 
napkins and trays (Fabryka Artykułów Karnawałowych 
oraz Serwetek i Tacek).170 The single-floor paper factory 
at 10 Oboźna St was l-shaped and comprised warehous-
es (see figs. 11, 12). There were additional warehouses 
in the adjacent building (12 Oboźna St). A ground sur-
vey confirms that the two buildings survive today. The 
factory offices and the wholesale store were located at 
32 Main Market Square.171 In 1938, this business had up 
to twenty-five employees, including Max Steigbügel, the 
operational manager, Marcus and Chana Tennenbaum 

167 Car ter-White  Richard: “Towards a Spatial Historiography of 
the Holocaust”, p. 26. 
168 Marighel la  Carlos: Minimanual of the Urban Guerrilla, p. 15. 
169 Elsa Lustgarten, Oral Interview, 1987; Dränger-Dawidson 
Gusta: Justina’s Diary, pp. 52, 64.
170 Rocznik Polskiego Przemysłu i Handlu = Directory of Maufac-
turers & Merchants of Poland. 6th ed. Polska Spółka Wydawnictw 
Informacyjnych. Warszawa 1938, p. 13020; Jutrzenka, Kraków, 

10 Oboźna St, 20 June 1935. ANK, Izba Przemysłowo-Handlowa 
[Chamber of Commerce and Industry], cat. no. IPHKr 29/318/154, 
pp. 1237–1242; Jutrzenka, 1929. ANK, Izba Przemysłowo-Han-
dlowa w Krakowie [Kraków Chamber of Commerce and Industry], 
cat. no. 29/731/503, pp. 3–9.
171 GX-08565-6, 40/SD, 1:12,000, 20 February 1945. NARA; 
author’s visit to 10 Oboźna St, June 2022; Jutrzenka, Kraków, 
10 Oboźna St, p. 37. 

Fig. 10. View of the kibbutz flat from Aharon and Rywka Liebeskind’s apartment in the Kraków ghetto, photo by Eran Zohar, 24 June 2023

13 Józefińska St

9 Limanowskiego St

Area of the former Jewish ghetto 
in Podgórze, Kraków
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and their son Juda (Bernard Steigbügel was Juda’s grand-
father).172 

Having expropriated Jutrzenka in May 1941, the 
Germans replaced the first trustee of the factory, who was 
apparently a failure, with Hans Horn. Acknowledging 
their skills, the Germans allowed four Jewish staff mem-
bers to continue working in the factory, including Juda 
Tennenbaum, who was member of Akiba and HeCha-
lutz HaLochem (see Fig. 13).173 The factory manufac-
tured official documents (Papierwaren Grossshandl), such 

as Kennkarten (identity cards), work certification, food 
cards, and permission to enter the ghetto for the German 
occupation authorities.174 

Pile and Keith note that spaces of resistance are partially 
connected to, and partially dislocated from, spaces of domi- 
nation.175 Juda Tennenbaum demonstrated such a compli-
cated situation. He worked for the German authorities that 
controlled Kraków space and monitored the movement of 
the people. Tennenbaum exploited his good relations with 
German security personnel and smuggled German engrav-
ings, stamps, and formal papers to Szimszon Dränger who 
perfectly forged German documents (Dränger wrote the 
names of the document holders, affixed their photos and 
fingerprints, and a graphic artist would paint the stamps).176 

172 Chana Marcus and Juda Tennenbaum, 22 February 1941. ANK, 
Kwestionariusze na wydawanie dowodów osobistych (Kennkarten) 
dla Żydów załatwione pozytywnie [Identity card application forms 
for Jews – approved], cat. no. 29/33/560, pp. 863–864, 913–914, 
1005–1015; Jutrzenka, Kraków, 10 Oboźna St, pp. 1237–1242; 
Fragebogen der Gruppe Handel, Grupa Główna “Gospodarka 
Przemysłowa i Ruch” w Izbie Okręgowej dla Gospodarki Ogólnej 
w Krakowie [Main Group ‘Industrial Economy and Traffic’ at the 
District Chamber for General Economy in Kraków], 12 June 1943. 
ANK, cat. no. 29/319/SPKr 569, p. 83.
173 Jutrzenka, Kraków, pp. 1227–1241; Akta Fabryki Jutrzenka, Fa-
bryka Wyrobów Papierowych i Artykułów Karnawałowych B. Steig- 
bügel [Jutrzenka Factory Files, B. Steigbügel’s Manufactory of 
Paper and Party Wares], 1941. ANK, cat. no. 29/1989/19422, 
pp. 51, 71.
174 Ste igbügel  Max: “Events in Cracow in the Days of Holocaust.” 
Massuah. A Yearbook on the Holocaust and Heroism 1983, No. 11, 
pp. 147–151.
175 Pi le  Steve, Kei th Michael: “Introduction,” p. 14.
176 Ste igbügel  Max: “Events in Cracow,” p. 150; Dränger-Da-
widson Gusta: Justina’s Diary, pp. 52–55; Irena Yohans, Interview 
by Rivka Perlis, 24 August 1975. GFHA, cat. no. 23347, pp. 7, 10.

Fig. 11. Jutrzenka Paper Factory at 10 and 12 Oboźna St which was used by HeChalutz HaLochem, 20 February 1945. NARA, 
GX-08565-6, 1:12,000, public domain

Fig. 12. 10 Oboźna St today, photo by Eran Zohar, 
4 July 2022

Fig. 13. Juda Tennenbaum
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The current study reveals that the paper factory had 
several locations in Kraków and Juda Tennenbaum proba-
bly worked at 10 Oboźna St, the factory site which offered 
a greater supply of documents, whereas the offices in central 
Kraków were smaller and more supervised.177 Max Steig-
bügel apparently turned a blind eye to the activities of his 
nephew, Juda. Max recalled that Abik Sznap, a long-time 
worker, supplied Juda with German stamps.178 Following 
the 22 December attacks, the Germans arrested Sznap and 
murdered him in Auschwitz in 1944.179 

The forged documents were connected to HeChalutz 
HaLochem’s operational apartment at 26 Wielopole St 
in the centre of Kraków. Wojciech Rudnik, the caretak-
er of this building, and his wife Zofia, hosted Alexander 
Goldberg, HeChalutz HaLochem’s operative, who lived 
in a small room.180 Goldberg supplied forged documents 
such as certificates to enter the ghetto, and work certificates 
that saved operatives from being deported to a death camp. 
Letters for HeChalutz HaLochem activists were sent to the 
address at 26 Wielopole St which was a temporary sanctu-
ary for members, facilitating their mobility, and HeCha-
lutz HaLochem’s leadership conducted meetings and inter-
viewed candidates in Goldberg’s small room.181 

Yoel Wolf, a HaShomer HaDati activist, knew Woj- 
ciech Rudnik because his family used to live in a nearby 
building. He and his brother Moshe traded clothes for 
food with Sophie Rudnik. They convinced the Rudnik 

family to host Goldberg. Wolf recalled seeing blank Ger-
man documents in Goldberg’s room (The Rudnik family 
also hid a Jewish girl).182 The location of Goldberg’s room 
(2.89 sq m) near the family kitchen and the possibility 
that Goldberg hid forged documents in the family bath-
room symbolized the mutual trust that existed between 
the Jewish resistance and the Rudnik family, who took 
enormous risks (see figs. 14, 15).183

177 Fragebogen der Gruppe Handel, pp. 73, 75.
178 Ste igbügel  Max: “Events in Cracow,” p. 150.
179 Piper  Franciszek, Strze lecka Irena (eds.) Księga pamięci. Trans-
porty Polaków do KL Auschwitz z Krakowa i innych miejscowości Polski 
południowej. 1940–1944 [Book of memory. Transports of Poles from 
Kraków and other towns in southern Poland sent to Auschwitz Con-
centration Camp]. Vol. 3. Państwowe Muzeum Auschwitz-Birkenau 
[The State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau]. Warszawa 2002, p. 1864.

18 0 Wol f  Yoel: And Resin for Hotra: A Prophecy Fulfilled. Private 
Press. Jerusalem 2005, p. 40; Dränger-Dawidson Gusta: Justina’s 
Diary, p. 105. 
181 Dränger-Dawidson Gusta: Justina’s Diary, p. 105; Yehuda 
Maimon, Interview, pp. 12–13; Rivka Kuper, Interview, 1980s, 
p. 24.
182 Wolf  Yoel: And Resin for Hotra, pp. 40, 43.
183 Ibidem; author’s visit to 26 Wielopole St, 8 June 2024.

Fig. 14. HeChalutz HaLochem operational point at the Rudnik family’s apartment at 26 Wielopole St, Kraków, photo by Eran Zohar, 
8 June 2024

Fig. 15. Entrance to HeChalutz HaLochem’s operational point at 
the Rudnik family’s apartment, photo by Eran Zohar, 8 June 2024

The backyard of the house 
at 26 Wielopole St
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The Germans captured Goldberg after he hung a Polish 
flag on a church and murdered him in Montelupi prison.184 
A few hours after the 22 December attacks, the Gestapo 
raided the house at 26 Wielopole St, arrested Wojciech 
Rudnik and his son Tadeusz, and later arrested Sophie 
Rudnik.185 All three were murdered in Auschwitz and Mau-
thausen. In 2011, Yad Vashem recognized Zofia and Wo-
jciech Rudnik and their son Tadeusz as Righteous Among 
the Nations.186

HeChalutz HaLochem command  
at 5 Żuławskiego St

The growing insecurity inside the Kraków ghetto and 
the demand for a shelter with good access to the centre 
of Kraków encouraged HeChalutz HaLochem to look for 
operational apartments in “Aryan” Kraków. Months before 
the 22 December attacks, HeChalutz HaLochem occupied 
a basement at 5 Żuławskiego St in Kraków which served as 
a command centre (see Fig. 16).187 Serving the conspiracy, 
this basement had a separate exit to the street.188 According 
to a Gestapo report, employees of the train company lived 
in this three-story house.189 

The house at 5 Żuławskiego St is evidence that a guer-
rilla group requires logistical infrastructure and facilitators 
to conduct complicated operations, especially in light of its 
limited mobility. This house is a case study of Polish care-
takers Antoni and Maria Pietrzak, who offered great sup-
port to the Jewish resisters.190 Using a fake identity, Abra-
ham Leibowicz, co-commander of HeChalutz HaLochem 
and officer-in-charge of the 22 December attack, lived in 
one of the basements at 5 Żuławskiego St, and so did Minka 
Brener who pretended to be the nephew of the caretaker 
and the cleaner. HeChalutz HaLochem stored weapons, 
typed and printed posters, and listened to the radio in one 

of the ten basements in this house. For security reasons, 
junior activists did not visit the stronghold at 5 Żuławskie- 
go St.191 Zuckerman visited the basement hours before the 
22 December attacks. He recalled that although the base-
ment had coal storage, the room looked like an apartment 
with furniture and an oven.192 

Using an old plan of the house at 5 Żuławskiego St, 
the present study assumes that HeChalutz HaLochem’s 
command centre might have been located at the stoker’s 
(Jan Pietrzak’s) apartment, which had a kitchen, toilet, 
and an exit to the courtyard from the adjacent room. 
Another option is that the command centre was in the 
coal storehouse that was connected to the boiler room 
(see figs. 17, 18). These basements boasted an exit to 
the street and quick access to the gatekeeper’s apartment 
which was on the ground floor. Located at the rear of the 
building, the stoker’s apartment offered more secrecy.193

Krystyna Kękuś Pietrzak, the eldest daughter of the care-
taker, recorded that “Czesiu” (probably Juda Tennenbaum) 
lived with her family and pretended to be Maria’s cousin. 
Krystyna discussed the senior operative known as Józef, who 
stayed with them long term; she was probably referring to 
Leibowicz.194 It is likely that, based on previous acquaint-
ance, Tennenbaum made the contact between HeChalutz 
HaLochem and Antoni Pietrzak, who was the caretaker 
from 1940.195 Yehuda Ohrenstein, one of Akiba’s founders 
and a relative of Tennenbaum, recorded that HeChalutz Ha-
Lochem used an apartment that his family owned in that 
house. Reviewing the registration book of the building at 
5 Żuławskiego St, the current research cannot confirm this 
claim.196 Krystyna recorded that her father, who was an elec-
trician, helped HeChalutz HaLochem members to operate 
the radio in the basement. Krystyna delivered forged docu-
ments and letters to secret flats that served the Jewish under-
ground in Kraków.197

184 Akty zgonów więźniów [Death certificates of prisoners], Ta-
deusz Rudnik, 1943. The State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau in 
Oświęcim, 356; Akty zgonów więźniów [Death certificates of priso- 
ners], Zofia Rudnik. The State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau in 
Oświęcim, 335; Kartoteki więźniów zmarłych w KL Mauthasuen 
[The files of prisoners who died at the Mauthausen Concentration 
Camp], Wojciech Rudnik. The State Museum Auschwitz-Birke-
nau in Oświęcim, 283; Wolf  Yoel: And Resin for Hotra, p. 44.
185 Folman-Raban Havkah: Lo Nifradti MeHem, p. 100; Wolf 
Yoel: And Resin for Hotra, p. 42; author’s visit to Teresa Rudnik’s flat 
in Oświęcim, 28 June 2022.
186 Akty zgonów więźniów [Death certificates of prisoners], Tadeusz 
Rudnik, 356; Akty zgonów więźniów [Death certificates of prisoners],   
Zofia Rudnik, 335; Kartoteki więźniów zmarłych w KL Mauthausen 
[The files of prisoners who died at the Mauthausen Concentration 
Camp], Wojciech Rudnik, 20 September 1944. The State Museum 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in Oświęcim, 283; Righteous Among the Na-
tions Database, Zofia, Wojciech, and Tadeusz Rudnik, 9 March 2010: 
https:// righteous.yadvashem.org/?search=RUDNIK&searchType=rig
hteous_only&language=en&itemId=7771375&ind=0.
187 Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview about Laban, 1980.

188 Kękuś-Pietrzak Krystyna: Historia mojej rodziny, p. 1.
189 Leibowitz (Laban), Liebeskind, Tennenbaum, 25 December 
1942; Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview about Laban, 1980.
190 Kękuś-Pietrzak Krystyna: Historia mojej rodziny, p. 1.
191 Leibowicz (Laban), Liebeskind, Tennenbaum, 25 December, 
1942, pp. 2–4; Yehuda Maimon, Interview, 16–17; Elsa Lustgarten, 
Oral Interview, 1987. 
192 Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview about Laban, 1980; author’s visits 
to the house at 5 Żuławskiego St, October 2019, March 2020. 
193 Ul. Żuławskiego 5, 1937. ANK, Archiwum Planów Budownic-
twa Miejskiego w Krakowie [Archive of Municipal Construction 
Plans in Kraków], cat. no. 29/1410, f. 1048, pl. 3.
194 Kękuś-Pietrzak Krystyna: Historia mojej rodziny, p. 1.
195 Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview about Laban, 1980; 
Żuławskiego 5, Domowa książka meldunkowa Kraków, 1937–
1950 [Register of residents of the house at 5 Żuławskiego St in 
Kraków, 1937–1950], spis 4374, teczka 1286. ANK, p. 1.
196 Albeh Chawa (ed.): Dr. Jehuda Ohrenstein (Idek): His Zionist Vi-
sion and Activity. Private Press. Kiryat Arba 2001, p. 285 [Hebrew]; 
Żuławskiego 5, spis 4374, p. 1.
197 Kękuś-Pietrzak Krystyna: Historia mojej rodziny, p. 2.
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According to Zuckerman, hours before the 22 De-
cember operation he helped Leibowicz to carry guns 
and hand grenades from 5 Żuławskiego St to HeCha-
lutz HaLochem’s hiding place at 8 Skawińska St. Dur-

ing the attack, Zuckerman, Leibowicz, and Liebeskind 
stayed at 5 Żuławskiego St. The Germans captured 
Leibowicz in the afternoon of 23 December 1942, 
when Leibowicz and Zuckerman entered the house at 

Fig. 16. HeChalutz HaLochem’s command centre at 5 Żuławskiego St, Kraków, photo by Eran Zohar, 18 January 2020

Fig. 17. Possible location of HeChalutz HaLochem’s command centre in a basement at 5 Żuławskiego St in 1942, photos by Eran Zohar, 
September 2024
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8 Skawińska St.198 The Germans found Leibowicz’s kenn-
karte with the address 5 Żuławskiego St. On 24 December 
1942, the Germans raided that building, killing Liebes- 
kind and Tennenbaum after a firefight and wounding 
Antoni Pietrzak (see figs. 19, 20).199 The Gestapo ar-
rested Minka Berner and she was later murdered in 
Auschwitz.200 

The Germans arrested Antoni Pietrzak and his wife 
Maria, sent them to the Montelupi prison, and executed 
them in Auschwitz in March 1943, leaving behind five 
young children.201 

The Jewish Hospital at 8 Skawińska St

The Jewish hospital (Szpital Izraelitów), which was es-
tablished in 1870, best manifests the short rise and fall 

198 Yitzak Zuckerman, Interview about Laban, 1980.
199 Leibowicz (Laban), Liebeskind, Tennenbaum, 25 December 
1942, pp. 2–4; Yehuda Friedman, Yosef Halperstein, and Marcel 
Eintracht, Oral History Interview, 9 October 1987. Holocaust Me-
morial Museum, Washington D.C., cat. no. A.0051.13; Kękuś- 
-Pietrzak Krystyna: Historia mojej rodziny, p. 2.
200 Dränger  Shimshon [Szymshon]: HeChalutz HaLochem, no. 29, 
p. 60.

201 Żuławskiego 5, spis 4374, p. 1; Spisy zapotrzebowań więźniów 
z Montelupich [Lists of prisoners’ needs from Montelupi prison], 
1943. ANK, cat. no. 29/553/174, p. 487; Akty zgonów więźniów 
[Death certificates of prisoners], Antoni Pietrzak, Maria Pietrzak, 
1943. The State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau in Oświęcim, 210; 
Akty zgonów więźniów [Death certificates of prisoners], Maria Pie-
trzak, 1943. The State Museum, Auschwitz-Birkenau in Oświęcim, 
Maria Pietrzak, 1391.

Fig. 18. Possible locations of HeChalutz HaLochem’s former command centre at 5 Żuławskiego St marked on a 1937 floor plan. The Na-
tional Archives in Kraków, cat. no. 29/1410, f. 1048, pl. 3

Fig. 19. Rywka and Dolek Liebeskind in 1938, courtesy of the 
Ghetto Fighters’ House Archive, cat. no. 5274
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of HeChalutz HaLochem. 8 Skawińska St was the main 
outpost of the 22 December attacks, and it was at the 
same address that the Gestapo began the crackdown on 
HeChalutz HaLochem.202 In March 1941, the German 
occupation closed down the Jewish hospital that had 
moved into the Jewish ghetto at 14 Józefińska St, and the 
abandoned building became a storage warehouse centre 
for Jewish confiscated furniture.203 

Some weeks before the 22 December attacks, HeChalutz 
HaLochem rented from the hospital’s Polish caretaker Bog-
dan Koczan one of the three shacks that were located behind 
the Jewish hospital and used to serve as a medical centre (see 
figs. 21, 22). Helea Rufeisen-Schipper approached Koczan via 
her former classmate, Zofia Bugajska (who had been adopted 
as a young woman by Koczan and his wife Władysława Koczan 
Augustynek). Koczan allowed HeChalutz HaLochem to occu-
py that shack, probably for money.204 Previously, the leadership 
of the Akiba group exploited the fact that one of Akiba’s mem-
bers was a nurse, and they conducted a meeting in the Jewish 
hospital.205 Old aerial photographs confirm testimonies about 
a garden that was on the west side of the hospital, both at the 
front and the rear, leading to the shacks. The dense vegetation 
helped to cover up the secret activity.206

Figure 21 demonstrates the isolated location of the shacks 
near the River Vistula at the rear of the hospital. At the same 
time, a German police headquarters across the hospital wall 
created a security challenge for HeChalutz HaLochem oper-
atives.207 Old photos confirm that the hospital shacks were 
used by the Austrian Army during World War One.208 A single 
shack (24 m long by 7 m wide) stood behind the eastern wing 
of the hospital, parallel to the residential house at 10 Skawińs-
ka St. West of this shack was an H-shaped structure, probably 
two shacks (43 m long by 13 m wide) which were connect-
ed by a passage.209 Unlike today, a direct route allowed access 
from Skawińska Street to the rear of the hospital.210 

This study believes that HeChalutz HaLochem’s hiding 
place was the second shack of the medical centre near the 
hospital wall (see Fig. 21). Operatives who visited this place 
recalled a long corridor leading to a room. They recorded 
that the shack’s windows were in front of the German secu-
rity building.211 Post-war aerial photos reveal that the Polish 
authorities demolished the shacks behind the hospital.212 

202 Biebers te in Aleksander: Zagłada Żydów, pp. 177–179; Skot-
nicki  Aleksander B.: Szpital Gminy Wyznaniowej Żydowskiej w Kra-
kowie 1866–1941 [The hospital of the Jewish Religious Community 
in Kraków in the years 1866–1941]. Stradomskie Centrum Dia-
logu. Kraków 2013, pp. 39–42.
203 Kopie nakazów wysiedleńczych dla Żydów wydane przez Chef 
des Distrikts Krakau – Aussiedlungsstelle, S–Z, 1941[Copies of re-
location orders issued for Jews by the Chief of District Kraków]. 
ANK, cat. no. 29/33/SMKr 908, p. 65; Biebers te in Aleksander: 
Zagłada Żydów, pp. 180–181.
204 Rufe i sen-Schipper  Helea: Farewell to Mila 18, p. 84; Co-
hen-Kl inberg  Shoshana: “About Abraham Liebowicz.” In: I am 
a Jew. Abraham Liebowicz. Laban: A Ghetto Fighter in Cracow. Ed. 
Yechazkel Raban. Ghetto Fighters’ House. Tel Aviv 1985, p. 82; 
Urzędowy spis: lekarzy, lekarzy dentystów, felczerów, pielęgniarek, 
położnych, uprawnionych i samodzielnych techników dentystycznych 
oraz wykazy: aptek, szpitali, ubezpieczalni społecz., ośrodków zdrowia, 
przychodni samodzielnych, oraz centrali i filii Państwowego Zakładu 
Higieny [Official register of: physicians, dentists, paramedics, 
nurses, midwifes, certified and independent dental technicians, 
as well as registers of: pharmacies, hospitals, social insurance of-
fices, health centres, independent clinics, as well as the head office 

and branches of the National Institute of Hygiene]. Ministerstwo 
Opieki Społecznej [Ministry of Welfare]. Warszawa 1939, p. 69; 
Listeuberaüsgegebene Personalausweise, 1941. ANK, cat. no. 
29/1578/449, p. 94.
205 Rivka Kuper, Oral Interview, 1987. 
206 M34064-1954-1000-028-1847, 1954, 1:10,000. Wojskowe 
Biuro Historyczne [Military Historical Bureau].
207 GX-08565-6, February 1945; Schwar tzbar t  A.: “The Jewish 
Hospital in Kraków.” In: Sefer Kraka [Book of Kraków]. Eds. 
Aryeh Bauminger, Meir Busak, and Natan M. Gelber. Mercaz 
Harav Kook. Jerusalem 1959, pp. 324–325.
208 Kraków – The Jewish Hospital, 1915. The Museum of Kraków 
cat. no. MHK-Fs13946/IX/21, MHK-Fs13946/IX/22, MHK- 
-Fs13946/IX/142.
209 Schwar tzbar t  A.: “Jewish Hospital in Kraków,” p. 325.
210 Author’s visits to 8 Skawińska St in October 2019, July 2022; 
GX-08565-6, February 1945; Rufe i sen-Schipper  Helea: Fare-
well to Mila 18, p. 84.
211 Folman-Raban Havkah: Lo Nifradti MeHem, p. 98; Shoshana 
Cohen-Klingberg, Interview, pp. 11–12; Yitzak Zuckerman, Inter-
view about Laban, 1980; GX-08565-6, February 1945.
212 M34064-1954.

Fig. 20. Antoni and Maria Pietrzak and their children in Słowackie-
go Avenue, Kraków, 1942, courtesy of Jerzy Kękuś
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Fig. 21. The Jewish hospital and the shack that served HeChalutz HaLochem in December 1942, NARA, GX-08565-7, 1:12,000  
20 February 1945, public domain

Fig. 22. Shacks at the rear of the Jewish Hospital, 1915, courtesy of the Museum of Kraków, cat. no. MHK-Fs13946/IX/22
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The shack at 8 Skawińska St housed more than ten op-
eratives who did not have accommodation, as well as those 
who came from Warsaw and Częstochowa (Menachem, 
Naftali Zimak, and Yitzhak Symplak). For security reasons, 
Shoshana Cohen-Klingberg, Leibowicz’s courier, brought 
them food. On 22 December, at 6:00 pm, after Leibo- 
wicz instructed HeChalutz HaLochem operatives how to 
use the weapons and where to go, they left the house at 
8 Skawińska St on their way to the targets. Operatives who 
were assigned to attack the German coffee shops, such as 
Idek Liber, who did not stay at 8 Skawińska St, probably 
attended that meeting and received their instructions and 
weapons.213

From 8 Skawińska St the armed operatives had to 
walk up to 2 km before reaching their targets. The cold 
weather allowed them to hide their weapons under their 
coats.214 Other activists were sent out to hang anti-German 
posters in public places. At around 7:00 pm, HeChalutz 

HaLochem operatives returned to the shack, except for Me-
nachem and perhaps a second ŻOB operative, who might 
have lost their way and were captured by the Germans.215 
Marighella warned that the “guerrilla outsider,” unfamiliar 
with the city’s streets, would jeopardize the mission.216

Mao teaches that any guerrilla unit must be prepared 
for battle at all times. Apparently, HeChalutz HaLochem’s 
commanders had not instructed the operatives to guard the 
shack.217 According to Havkah Folman-Raban, at 10 pm 
the Germans raided the hospital, surprising the occupants. 
There was no resistance, and the Gestapo took the Jewish 
fighters and their Polish facilitators to the Gestapo head-
quarters at 2 Pomorska St where they were interrogated.218 
Peled assumes that the Germans followed Menachem and 
discovered the hideout at 8 Skawińska St. However, on 
that night the Gestapo also captured operatives who were 
staying at other locations. We may assume, therefore, that 
the Gestapo agents Appel and Weisman might have surren-
dered their comrades, including those at 8 Skawińska St.219 

This study did not track down Bogdan Koczan in Mon-
telupi prison and in Auschwitz. His family records that the 
Germans murdered him in Auschwitz (see Fig. 23).220 

Conclusion
This study uses classical guerrilla writings and a few 

themes from the geographies of resistance in order to take 
a broader and deeper look at the 22 December attacks on 
German targets in Kraków, which was a major act of Jew-
ish resistance. The Holocaust is an extreme and exception-
al event, but scholars should not avoid the use of research 
and analysis tools from other disciplines. Marighella’s and 
Mao’s doctrines highlight HeChalutz HaLochem’s and 
Iskra’s operational challenges, strengths, and weakness-
es. These classical guerrilla writings address the similar-
ities and differences between Jewish armed groups and 
non-Jewish armed groups.

Jewish armed resistance in Kraków did not challenge 
the Germans’ plan to exterminate the Jews, however, they 
recorded a tactical achievement. While Jewish armed 
groups that were stationed inside the ghettos (such as in 
Częstochowa, Vilnius, and Będzin) were surprised by the 
Germans who had the initiative, in Kraków HeChalutz 
HaLochem and Iskra took the initiative, surprised the 
Germans, and hit them effectively. Using Mao’s terminol-
ogy, both groups avoided positional warfare and frontal 

213 Shoshana Cohen-Klingberg Interview, pp. 11–12; Fo lman-
-Raban Havkah: Lo Nifradti MeHem, p. 98.
214 GX-08565-6, February 1945; Fo lman-Raban Havkah: Lo 
Nifradti MeHem, p. 98; Shoshana Cohen-Klingberg, Interview, 
pp. 11–12; Zedong (Tse-Tung) Mao: Collected Writings, p. 60.
215 Cohen-Kl ingbe rg  Shoshana: “On Abraham Leibowitz,” 
p. 82; Folman-Raban Havkah: Lo Nifradti MeHem, pp. 98–99.
216 Marighel la  Carlos: Minimanual of the Urban Guerrilla, p. 34. 
217 GX-08565-6, February 1945; Fo lman-Raban Havkah: Lo 
Nifradti MeHem, p. 98; Shoshana Cohen-Klingberg Interview, 

pp. 11–12; Zedong (Tse-Tung) Mao: Collected Writings, p. 60.
218 Shoshana Cohen-Klingberg, Interview, pp. 22–23; Fo lman- 
-Raban Havkah: Lo Nifradti MeHem, p. 98.
219 Pe l ed  Yael: Jewish Cracow, p. 220; Cohen-K l ingbe rg 
Shoshana: “On Abraham Leibowitz,” p. 85.
220 Spis (indeks) akuszerek, położnych i porodów 1910–1941 [List 
(index) of midwifes and childbirths in the years 1910–1941]. ANK, 
cat. no. 29/83/8, pp. 94–97; Rufeisen-Schipper  Helea: Farewell 
to Mila 18, pp. 24–25, 84, 86; author’s meetings with Piotr Machał, 
4 and 8 May 2023.

Fig. 23. Władysława Koczan, Zofia Bugajska and Bogdan Koczan 
in the late 1930s, courtesy of Piotr Machał
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engagements. Causing the enemy confusion, they attacked 
the Germans in several places at the same time.

However, HeChalutz HaLochem’s weaknesses pre-
vented it from fully exploiting the initial advantages it had 
over the Germans. HeChalutz HaLochem was a guerrilla 
group that conducted a single largescale operation. Appar-
ently, it did not prepare additional assaults in Kraków and 
did not instruct branches in other cities to execute simi-
lar actions. Its fighters were not professional and lacked 
sustainability, which made it easier for the Germans to 
dismantle HeChalutz HaLochem and Iskra within a short 
period of time. Guerrilla commanders highlighted efforts 
to save and conserve their forces. HeChalutz HaLochem’s 
commanders did not have the resources, the skills and, 
perhaps, the will to avoid final defeat.

This study illuminates the contribution of geographies 
of resistance to the research on Jewish armed resistance 
during the Holocaust. De Certeau’s model of tactics and 
strategies, and control over spaces versus the effort to ex-
ploit weaknesses within that control, has been useful in 
understanding HeChalutz HaLochem’s efforts to achieve 
mobility and autonomy, necessary to organise urban guer-
rilla operations. 

Against the background of what Cole calls Jews’ “iden-
tification and isolation through imaginative, institutional, 
and spatial separation,” this study reviews HeChalutz Ha-
Lochem’s tremendous efforts to maintain mobility and au-
tonomy by relocating and the forging of documents.221 Not 
only the victimization of Jews during the Holocaust should 
be understood spatially, but armed resistance too. This 
study shows that HeChalutz HaLochem created new spaces 
and places in order to resurrect pre-war youth groups, to 
develop operational skills, and to plan attacks against the 
Germans.

Specifically, this study shows that HeChalutz Ha-
Lochem utilized a few places that enabled the 22 December 
attacks. HeChalutz HaLochem transformed a basement 
in a Polish residential house, an empty shack at the Jewish 
hospital, a factory storage room, and an empty flat inside 
the ghetto into active, meaningful locations. Through these 
sites HeChalutz HaLochem created spatialities which were 
alternative to those defined through German oppression 
and exploitation.222 

Historians are criticized for focusing on documents, but 
neglecting the sites to which they refer, while a major part 
of this work has been field study.223 By employing ground 
surveys and cartographic materials, this study offers im-
mediacy and concreteness rather than abstract discussion 
about resistance. HeChalutz HaLochem’s story becomes 
visual and real. Therefore, this study demonstrates that 
historical tactical geographical research can improve our 
knowledge about Jewish armed groups that operated dur-
ing the Holocaust. 
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w Krakowie w czasie okupacji niemieckiej. Wydawnictwo 
Literackie. Kraków 2017

Zohar Eran: “Jewish Resistance Group in the Nowy Wiśnicz 
Area: A New Approach.” Holocaust Studies 2024, Vol. 30, 
No. 2, pp. 248–289

Zuckerman Yitzak (Antek): Those Seven Days, 1939–1946. 
Hakibbutz Hameuchad. Bet Lochamei Hagetaot 1990


	Title page
	The 22 December Attacks in Light of Guerrilla Writings
	Main Sites that Served HeChalutz HaLochem for the 22 December Attacks
	Conclusion
	References

